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Election authorities may have to throw out the results of the mayoral election in Ciudad Juarez
for a second time because of disputes regarding the results of a very close race. The initial results
show Jose Alfredo Delgado of the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) won the race over
rival Roberto Barraza Jordan of the Alianza Unidos por Juarez, a coalition formed by the Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM), the Partido del
Trabajo (PT), and the Partido de la Sociedad Nacionalista (PSN). Jose Luis Rodriguez, the candidate
for the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD), came in a distant third.

PAN candidate wins by narrow margin
Delgado won the election by slightly more than 2,000 votes, but Barraza and other members of the
alliance said enough irregularities occurred to demand a recount. The state electoral watchdog
(Instituto Estatal Electoral, IEE) agreed to conduct a recount in the 10% of precincts where the
irregularities were reported, but the alliance is insisting that all votes be counted again.
If authorities decline to review all ballots, the PRI and its allies have threatened to take their dispute
regarding the election to state electoral tribunals. "We have no choice but to bring our petition to
the courts," said Barraza. "We have to use all the resources available to us under the law to obtain
a recount of 100% of the votes." If Barraza and his allies succeed in having the results of the race
thrown out, it would be the second time that Delgado would be stripped of an apparent victory.
The PAN candidate handily won the mayoral race on July 1, 2001, only to lose the victory when a
federal electoral court upheld a state court's ruling that outgoing PAN mayor Gustavo Elizondo
violated the state's electoral code by campaigning for Delgado (see SourceMex, 2001-07-11,
2001-10-17). Some state electoral officials criticized Barraza for threatening a challenge before a
recount of the questionable polling stations was completed. "This is an irresponsible stance, to talk
about presenting a formal challenge when the results have not even been announced," said Enrique
Fernandez, director of the Asamblea Municipal Electoral (AME).
A vote recount may be counterproductive for Barraza and his allies. Unofficial results show that
electoral authorities have invalidated 160 votes for the alliance and 135 for the PRI out of 800
electoral packets that have been reviewed as of May 21, said the daily newspaper La Jornada.
Authorities were planning to review a total of 1,476 packets. The closeness of the election prompted
the PAN and the PRI-led alliance to exchange charges of corruption and incompetence.
The PAN accused Chihuahua's PRI Gov. Patricio Martinez of illegally interfering in the race,
while the PRI-led coalition said federal comptroller Francisco Barrio, who once served as Juarez
mayor and Chihuahua governor, rigged the election. The discontent grew to such a point that
PAN supporters set up shop in front of city hall to demand that Delgado be declared the winner.
PRI sympathizers have held marches throughout the city to press their demands that all ballots
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be recounted. "Fist fights, intimidation, screaming are prevalent among representatives of both
factions," said Fernandez.

Election seen as referendum on President Fox, PRI
Some analysts said before the election that the results of this vote would be a sort of referendum
on President Vicente Fox's performance after two years in office, since Ciudad Juarez has in recent
years been a PAN stronghold. The analysts said that Fox might have alienated some voters because
of his recent conflicts with Congress over foreign policy, the economy, and privatization. The
outcome of the vote would indicate whether Fox's miscues may have "benefitted the PRI over
the PAN," said analyst George Grayson, in an article published by the Center for Strategic and
International Studies.
The reality is that both the PAN and the PRI went into the election under a black cloud resulting
from allegations of illegal financing of their 2000 presidential campaigns. The PAN is facing
allegations that Fox's campaign was financed with some funds from overseas donors, while the PRI
is fighting charges that public funds for state-run oil company PEMEX were used to finance the
party's presidential race (see SourceMex, 2002-01-30, 2002-05-15).
Political observers noted that Juarez citizens seem to have rejected both parties, as evidenced in the
significant voter apathy during the election. Only 30% to 35% of the registered voters cast a ballot,
which showed citizen discontent with the inability of elected officials to address the many problems
facing Juarez. But they said the rejection was more the result of an inability to solve local problems
than national problems. "Drugs, violence, and 269 missing women at the hands of a presumed serial
killer are bigger voter concerns than the president's performance," said analyst Luis Carlos Ugalde
of the Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Economica (CIDE).
Still, political observers are viewing the Juarez election as a barometer for the 2003 mid-term
congressional elections and the 2004 Chihuahua gubernatorial race. "Each of the parties' leaders is
hungry to win elections as 2003 congressional polls edge closer," said Ugalde. [Sources: Associated
Press, 05/09/02, 05/12/02, 05/13/02; The Dallas Morning News, Notimex, 05/13/02; The New York
Times, 05/07/02, 05/14/02; The News, 05/07/02, 05/10/02, 05/15/02; Frontenet, 05/15/02; Novedades,
05/13-16/02; La Cronica de Hoy, 05/07/02, 05/10/02, 05/13/02, 05/14/02, 05/17/02; Milenio Diario,
05/13/02, 05/14/02, 05/16/02, 05/17/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 05/19/02; CNI en Linea, 05/12/02,
05/14/02, 05/18/02, 05/21/02; El Universal, 05/13-17/02, 05/20/02; El Financiero, 05/20/02; Reforma,
05/13/02, 05/15/02, 05/16/02, 05/17/02, 05/20-22/02; La Jornada, 05/14-17/02, 05/21/02, 05/22/02;
Reuters, 05/13/02, 05/15/02; El Diario (Ciudad Juarez), 05/14-17/02, 05/20/02, 05/22/02]
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